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2001 .  2011 . -
-

 4- :  
: 

2001 .  2011 .  
 

 (  40 660, 35 
308 ),  1897, 1959, 1970,  1979  
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:  2001 .  2011 .  

 2001 .  ( -
)  (  362-363), -

 2011 .  (  272)  
http://www.armstat.am/am/?nid=337(30.03.2015) :  
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 2001-2011 . 

81 ( ) 
 

 2001 2011 
`  

2001-2011 .  

-  3213011 3018854 -194157 
  

 3145354 2961801 -183553 
 40620 35308 -5312 
 14660 11191 -3469 

 3409 2769 -640 
 1176 900 -276 

 1633 1176 -457 
 1519 2162 +643 

 4640 2727 -1913 
. . - 100 -100 
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 I¦  (2000 .)  
-

,  1897, 1959, 1970  1979 
.  

                                                             
81  2001 . -

 ( )  (  362-363) -
 2011 .  (  272) 
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 13 336     
1.3  50 822 :  1959 .  
1979 . ,  20 -

 25 195 
 2 : , -

-
 

:  1989 . , 
,  

 4151 : -
 1988 .  

, -
 
 

: -
-
-

 10000 :93 -
,  

, ,  
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-
 

:  5  
,  2001 . -

-
 25 479 (42.2%), ` 

34 913 (57.8%) ,  2011 . ` 
 25 784 (45.2%)  31 269 (54.8%) : 

,  
-

:  
: , 2001 .  

 1 120 ,  434 , 
686- , 2011 .   220   

 334   566  : 
2001 .  1 602 ,  229  

 1 373- , 2011 .` 1 176 ,  207 -
, 969 : -

 
,  
, , -
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-
, -
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 5 
 200 .   

2011 . 103 ( ) 
 

 
    

 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 
  2922464 3018854 1388237 1448052 1534227 1570802 

  
 2862072 2961801 1362758 1422268 1499314 1539533 

 34994 35308 17180 17757 17814 17551 
 13846 11191 3798 3815 10048 8096 

 3108 2679 1533 1357 1575 1412 
  1120 900 434 334 686 566 

 1602 1176 229 207 1373 969 

 1329 2162 641 1089 688 1073 

 4393 2727 1664 1183 2729 567 
. . - 100 - 47 - 977 
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: , , 
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 ( )  (  
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104  
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 6 
 2001 .  

2011 . 105 )  
 

  
  

0-9 10-19 20-29 
2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

  3213011 3018854 454603 387501 639054 41712 490148 564163 
  

 3145354 2961801 443281 379155 626293 403272 479869 553964 
 40620 35308 8381 5984 9396 6236 6965 6796 
 14660 11911 1128 1160 1570 1088 1602 1669 

 3409 2769 476 371 704 374 435 514 
 1176 900 89 79 174 71 123 112 

 1633 1176 43 65 69 55 270 101 
 1519 2162 278 437 319 373 227 398 

 4640 2727 387 238 529 229 745 586 
. . - 100 - 12 - 9 - 24 

 6  

 
  

30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 
2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

 448851 410426 487662 388024 233909 412290 458784 444738 

  

 439444 402434 478751 380840 228531 405656 448645 436475 

 5937 5193 4684 4654 2050 3624 3207 2831 

 1670 1481 2260 1299 2036 1745 4394 3469 

 435 331 507 320 229 394 567 465 

 123 121 167 100 132 121 364 296 

 270 131 275 167 296 199 536 458 

 177 300 177 255 100 198 161 201 

 535 422 841 381 535 339 910 357 

. . - 13 - 17 - 14 - 11 

                                                             
105  2001 . -

 ( )  
 364-365)  2011 .  

 (  272) , http://www.armstat.am/am/?nid=337 
(30.03.2015): 
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,  2001 . -
 81.7%- ,  2011 . 84.6%- , -

 79.3%  87.1%: -
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84.6%,  2011 .` 82.7%)  
: 
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 7 
 

 2001 .  2011 . 110 
) 

 

 
   

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 
  3213011 3018854 2066153 1911297 1146858 1107567 

  
 3145354 2961801 2041622 1892991 1103732 1068810 

 40620 35308 7413 5443 33207 29865 
 14660 11191 10489 8095 4171 3816 

 3409 2769 524 481 2885 2288 
 1176 900 853 700 323 200 

 1633 1176 1386 957 247 219 
 1519 2162 315 264 1204 1898 

 4640 2727 3551 2280 1089 447 
. . - 100 - 76 - 24 
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-
. 2011 .  
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: , -
, -
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 2011 .  (  273-
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 8 
 

 2001 .  2011 .  
)113  ) 

 
 

 .    
2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

  3213011 3018854 1103488 1060138 138301 132925 272016 260367 
  

 3145354 2961801 1088383 1048940 130678 125552 263357 253125 
 4620 35308 4733 3268 6405 5474 5940 4975 
 14660 11911 6684 4940 179 180 418 436 

 3409 2769 239 226 - 11 1926 1626 
 1176 900 308 300 - 13 - 16 

 1633 1176 876 603 - 20 70 63 
 1519 2162 - 93 846 1616 - 26 

 4640 2727 2259 1714 193 59 305 92 
. . - 100 - 54 - 0 - 9 

 8-  
 

 
     

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 
 276223 265770 237650 235075 286808 235537 266023 249508 

  
 257363 247852 236804 234474 28471 231066 684 590 

 17665 16906 - 57 793 652 950 676 
 480 426 430 328 3882 3152 - 70 

 242 178 - 15 - 10 - 93 
 - 22 - 15 655 360 229 94 

 - 82 - 43 - 91 486 153 
 128 157 116 87 - 11 - 2 

 356 137 300 55 607 183 266023 249508 
. . - 9 - 1 - 12 4097 3211 

                                                             
113  2001 . -

 ( ), ., 2003, -
 2011 .  (  272) 

, http://www.armstat.am/am/?nid=337(30.03.2015)  (  272): 
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 8-  
 

 
 

    
2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

  283389 251941 152684 141771 55977 52324 134376 128609 
  

 280594 279742 152212 141353 55877 52187 133587 128001 
 974 727 - 21 - 8 - 9 
 1048 1100 253 259 71 77 531 423 

 - 6 - 8 - 5 - 9 
 - 50 - 10 - 3 - 41 

 222 113 41 26 - 20 - 22 
 - 36 - 5 - 2 - 35 

 551 161 178 85 49 19 258 69 
. . - 6 - 4 - 3 - 0 
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 (  100 ) -
, , , , ,  
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, -
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    :  

 2 
 (2001 .` 846 , 2011 .` 1616 ),  
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,  36 : , 
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4.1.  
 

 
, -

,  
: -

-
-
: 

 9- -
 382  162- -

:  
 1-2 -

, -
:  

6.2% (51.2%- ), -
:  

. 
 7.4%: -

 (41.3%),  (11.8%)  
(6.7%)  4-7 -

: 
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 9  
  

 (%- , n = 162)114 
 

-
 

    - 
 

 
 

1  2.5 7.4 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 11.1 
2  3.7 3.1 0.0 0.6 0.6 3.1 10.5 
3  1.2 2.5 0.0 0.6 1.2 1.9 7.4 
4  15.4 2.5 3.1 2.5 0.6 0.0 24.1 
5  8.0 1.2 3.7 1.2 4.9 0.0 19.1 
6  8.0 0.0 1.9 0.6 0.6 0.0 11.1 
7  9.9 0.0 3.1 0.0 0.6 0.0 13.6 
8  2.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 

 51.2 16.7 11.7 6.8 8.6 5.0 100.0 
 

,  1-2  
 1,8%,  3-6 ` 

4.9%: -
 5.1 , ` 2.3, ` 

4.9, ` 3.1, ` 4.7 , -
` 2 :  

-
:  10- ,  

 64.8%-  
,  35.2%-  

, ) , 11.7%-  
, ), 9.9%- ` ,  8.0 %- `  

 ( , ) -
: -

                                                             
114 n-  :  
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, -
,  

-
:  35.2%-  

,  26.5%- -
, , , , 

 8.7%- ` , , ,  
, : 

 10 
 (%- , n = 162) 

 
  

      - 
 

- 
 

 1.2 7.4 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 9.9 
,  4.9 2.5 0.0 1.2 0.6 2.5 11.7 
, , -

 17.3 1.2 8.6 1.9 3.7 2.5 35..2 

, , -
, -

  
18.5 2.5 1.2 0.6 3.7 0.0 26.5 

, , -
, -

, 
 

 

6.2 0.6 1.2 0.0 0.6 0.0 8.7 

, , 
, ,  -
 

3.1 2.5 0.6 1.9 0.0 0.0 8.0 

 51.2 16.7 11.7 6.8 8.6 5.0 100.0 
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 10-  
,  

 24.7%, ` 4.3% -
 

,  1990- -
, 
-

:  
, 
 

: -
 

-
, ,  

:  
,  

-
:  

: -
, , 

, -
-

:  
 

4.2.  
  

 382  162-  
:  

 51.2%  (83 ), 



84 

16.7%- `  (27 ), 11.7%- `  (19 -
), 6.8-%- `  (11 ), 8.6% `  (14 

),  5.0%-  (8 ):  
 

 11 
  

(%- , n=162) 
 

      
-

  

 51.2 16.7 11.7 6.8 8.6 5.0 100.0 
 

 
 254 , -

 1.7, ` 1.4, ` 1.8, ` 2, 
` 1.2,  1 :  

, 
 5  

: -
, -

 84%, ` 8%, -
`3.7%:  12  

` 
 32.1%,  

` 8.6%,  4.9%,  
` 3.1%, -

` 2.5%: , -
 1.2 %- , -

 1.2%- :  



85 

 
, :  

 
 12 

 (%- , n=254) 
 

 
 

     
-

 
 

1  32.1 10.5 6.2 3.7 6.8 4.3 63.6 
2  8.6 5.6 3.7 0.6 1.9 0.0 20.4 
3  4.9 0.6 0.6 1.2 0.0 0.6 8.0 
4  3.1 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 4.3 
5  2.5 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.7 

 51.2 16.7 11.8 6.7 8.7 4.9 100.0 
 

§  7 ,  5 , 2 : 
 

: , 
` , `  

, , ¦ ( , , 
80 .):115  

 
4.3.  

 
 

-
:  

,  

                                                             
115 ., , , 2013 .: 
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: 
-
 

-
:  

 13-   10.2%- , 
` 1.2% , `9.6% ,  

29.4%- , ` 5.2% ,   
61.0%- :  

 13 
 (%- , n=254) 

 
        

  44.9 49.4 45.2 35.3 47.4 19.5 
 55.1 50.6 54.8 64.7 52.6 80.5 

  100 100 100 100 100 100 
 

-
 ( ), -

,  
` : 

, 
,  

-
, -

: , -
, ,  

,  
: 
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,  
, , -

 
: 

, -
 

(16-29 .),  (30-49 .) , 
-
 

-
: , -

 4.3%, -
 ( ´  14):   

 
 14 

 (%- , n=254) 
 

       
16-29 66.2 91.3 83.3 87.5 66.6 66.7 
30-49 33.8 4.4 16.7 12.5 33.4 33.3 
50  0.0 4.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

-
: -

 
 (39.4%),  

 (28.7%)  
(14.2%),  
(3.1%):  1.7%- ,  
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: -
 

: ,  
3.0%-  2.1%- , 

 
 6.0%  5.1%:  

,  2011 . -
 17.0%- ,  14.2%-  

, -
 31.8%,   23.3%:116 

 
 15 

 (%- , n=254) 
 

        
 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.1 0.0 

 42.1 7.7 20.0 10.0 10.4 10.0 
  39.1 41.0 51.4 30.0 47.1 40.0 
 -
 6.8 15.4 14.3 35.0 23.5 10.0 

 3.0 33.3 14.3 25.0 11.8 40.0 
  0.0 2.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
  3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.1 0.0 

 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

-
,  

-

                                                             
116  2011 . ,  
272, http://www.armstat.am/am/?nid=337(30.03.2015):  
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-
:  

, 
:  

, -
-
-

:  
,  

. § -
,  

,  
¦ ( , , 50 .):117 

 
:  

, 
 

: 
 

 (40.0%),  
(33.3%),  (25.0%) :  2011 .  

, -
 24.2%, ` 

20%, ` 14.8%,  6.4%, ` 4.8%, -
` 1.0%:118 ,  

                                                             
117 ., , , 2014 .: 
118  2011 . ,  
272, http://www.armstat.am/am/?nid=337(30.03.2015):  
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, 
-

:  
 
 

79.1%- :  16-  
2.3%-  (3 ) , 2.9%-  (1 -

), 10%- `  (1 ):  
 16 

 (%- , n=254) 
 

 
 

      

 9.8 28.2 17.1 15.0 5.9 20.0 
 79.7 69.2 80.0 85.0 94.1 70.0 

 2.3 0.0 2.9 0.0 0.0 10.0 
 8.3 2.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
 

 
,  

 
: ,  

, , -
,  
: ,  

 
,  

:  20  -
,  
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, :  
 
 

: ,  
, -

: 
 

4.4.  
 

 91.3%-  (232 
)  

,  8.7%-  (22 ) 
:  

 17  
  (%- , n=254) 

 

       
-

  

-  49.6 14.2 12.2 5.9 5.5 3.9 91.3 
-  3.5 1.2 1.6 2.0 0.4 0.0 8.7 

 53.1 15.4 13.8 7.9 5.9 3.9 100.0 
 

§  7 -
, : 

, , -
: -

, , ,  
, ¦ ( , -

, 49 .):119 

                                                             
119 ., , , 2013 .: 
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 81.9%-  (208 )  
-

: , 38.2%-  
20-25 ,  1990 .  2000- -

, 37.6%-  2008-2012 ,  11.3%- -
: -

 60.4%- ,  48.2%- ,  
43.2%- ,  43%- ,  37%-  

 2000 , : 
 18.1%-  (46 ) -

-
,  81.9 %-  
: 

 18 
 (% , n=254) 

 

      
-

  

 
 44.1 13.0 9.8 6.7 4.3 3.9 81.9 

 9.1 2.0 3.9 1.2 2.0 0.0 18.1 
 53.1 15.0 13.8 7.9 6.3 3.9 100.0 

 

, 
,  

:  
-

:  
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,  
 75.1%-    

 
 (46.3%- ,      

5.9%- , 
22.9%-  

):  
,  

 
 (2013 .  89.7 %):120 

§ , 
:  

-
, ,  

: ,  
: ,  

, -
:  

, ,  
, , 

: 

                                                             
120 , ., 2014,  23: 
http://www.armstat.am/am/?nid=82&id=1618 (30.03.2015) : 
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 19 
 (%- , n=188) 

 

       
-

 
-
 

 -
 23.4 8.0 3.7 3.2 5.9 2.1 46.3 

 
 

 
3.2 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.5 5.9 

  -
 

 
 

15.4 0.0 1.6 0.0 5.9 0.0 22.9 

/  
 
 

  

4.3 2.1 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.9 

  
 

 
0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 

 
 

 
 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

  
 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.5 

 
 

0.5 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 3.7 

 
 

5.3 2.7 0.0 0.5 0.5 1.1 10.1 

 0.0 2.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 3.2 
 53.2 17.6 5.9 5.3 13.3 4.8 100.0 
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: §  
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 13.5 0.0 1.6 0.0 2.2 0.0 17.3 
/  1.1 2.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.5 4.3 
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THE MIGRATION OF NATIONAL MINORITIES OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA 
(ethno-sociological research) 

 
SUMMARY 

 
Ethnic and national minorities have had their special input in socio-

economic development of the Republic of Armenia for centuries; they 
have actively participated in cultural life and state-building. Currently 
there are more than 90 nationalities residing in Armenia. However, 
since 1990s, due to economic crisis, decline of living standards and 
high rates of unemployment, the interstate movements of population 
have taken massive character and among them have been also national 
minorities. In the period of 1990 - 2000 the number of population that 
left Armenia is estimated at around 900.000 to 1 million people. In 
2002-2009 the net migration rate is counted to be 57.5 thousand 
people, which sharply increased to 206.2 thousand people in 2010-
2014. The statistics includes national minorities living in Armenia, 
following the same decline rates. According to 1989 population 
census, the ethnic minorities constituted 6.7% of total population, 
2.11% in 2001, and 1.8% in 2011. The number of Yazidi population 
has decreased with 16.668 people, with 40.364 among Russian 
population, with 3.194 among Assyrians, with 7.165 among Ukra-
inians, with 2.632 among Kurds and with 3.750 among Greek popu-
lation. Totally, the number of population among six national minorities 
that are the object of this research has declined with 73.773 people. 

This publication discusses the migration patterns not only from 
socio-economic, but also from the viewpoint of inter-ethnic relations, 
national belonging and cultural identity. Six ethnic minorities have 
been chosen for this goal: Yazidis, Kurds, Russians, Assyrians, Greeks, 
and Ukrainians (the list was based on the RA population census of 
2001 and 2011). It also explores the extent to which the current legal 
regulations contribute into preservation of language, culture, identity of 
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the named national minorities and attempts answering whether these 
issues affect emigration. The study of the legal field concerned with 
the national minorities of the RA has shown that all the opportunities 
to preserve their language and national culture are actually available. 
Armenia in this regard has also joined several international regulations 
in human rights. The opinions of the interviewed leaders of the 
national minority NGO-s may be divided to two groups: Yazidis, 
Kurdish, Assyrian and Greek leaders do not see the above mentioned 
issues as important factors of migration. According to the Russian and 
Ukrainian NGO leaders, the above mentioned laws are either not 
available in the Armenian society or work only partially and therefore 
they still face unresolved problems. According to the latter, a good 
portion of the Russian speaking people with limited knowledge of 
Armenian, including the state employees, have had to leave Armenia in 
consequence of adoption and immediate implementation of the Law on 
Language of the 1993. 

In the course of almost 80 years of the 20-th century before the 
1980s an absolute increase was recorded in the number of national 
minorities living in Armenia (with the exception of Greeks). However, 
during twenty years of independence the picture in Armenia was 
different: it was a period of drastic decline of the number of Armenian 
population, including ethnic minorities. This has affected demography 
in  large,  given  that  as  one  consequences  the  number  of  female  
Russians, Greeks and Assyrians has become nearly two to three times 
less than of males. There are two main tendencies observed in relation 
to the birth rates: first, the corresponding indices are relatively high 
among Kurdish and Yazidi population. According to our observations, 
this demographic model is featured by traditional structure of their 
particular communities, conditioning relatively higher fertility. The 
rest of national minorities are being characterized as “aging”, with 
correspondingly low fertility rate and family demographics already 
modified in process of modernization. 
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National minority groups have different rates of urbanization and 
territorial mobility: the majority of Yazidi, Kurdish and Assyrian 
people reside in villages, while Russians, Greeks and Ukrainians are 
mostly urban residents. This factor has its impact on their fields of 
occupation, socio-professional composition, lifestyle and cultural 
features. 

The absolute majority of the sampled for research households are 
involved in external migration processes. Half of them is Yazidi, about 
one-fifth of them is Russian, one tenth is Assyrian, the numbers of 
Greeks, Kurds and Ukrainians are even smaller. The average number 
of migrants per household has fluctuated between one and a half to two 
people. The number of women migrants is higher than of men; 
however it does not mean that women migrant rates are higher than the 
same  for  men.  First,  this  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  men  
immigrate in advance and are subsequently joined by women and other 
household members. The migrants who temporarily or permanently 
change their country of residence are mostly active, in reproductive 
and working age. Their majority have secondary education, followed 
in rate by those having incomplete secondary and higher education, 
leaving the lowest share to people with elementary education. Yazidis 
and Kurds have the highest rate of migrants with elementary education 
or no formal education. Specifically, as a consequence traditionally 
early marriage of girls, the secondary education is often neglected. The 
number of migrants with higher education is rather higher among 
Ukrainians, Russians and Greeks. 

The majority of the researched national minorities have emigrated 
during the 1990-2000-s. According to respondents more than 80% (208 
persons) reside permanently abroad and 20% (46 persons) have 
worked abroad seasonally, for a period less than a year. The main 
topics concerned with these groups are discussed in separate sections. 

Migrants residing abroad: According to the research results, 
migration is hardly determined by problems of maintenance of national 
culture, use of language, ethical issues or preservation of national 
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identity. The majority of respondents have noticed these issues as 
unimportant for their migration and only one percent has stated that 
migration is connected with the above mentioned problems. The 
overwhelming majority believes that migration is primarily determined 
by socio-economic conditions, in particular by unemployment. 
Armenians as well have stated that there is no link between ethnic 
belonging and migration. About one tenth of them have migrated to 
reunite with families, some of them because of lacking development 
prospects of the country and unstable geo-political situation, some 
others were seeking for education abroad. In particular, the migration 
among Russians and Greeks had an organized character during 1990-
1995s, due to migration policy of their mother nation-states. The 
immigration of compatriots was eased especially after these countries 
adopted corresponding administrative decisions and provided 
assistance. These channels have also affected the mixed families with 
one of spouses being Armenian. 

The formation of migratory behavior among national minorities has 
also been a subject of individual decisions, motivated by aspirations to 
obtain better living conditions and higher income. Some migrants have 
also asserted the importance of returning into their historical 
homelands. A widespread reason of emigration among Yazidis and 
Kurds is the marriage abroad also linked with the class structure of 
these communities. 

As the mapping has shown, the most common immigration 
destination is Russia. Here one third of migrants are Yezidis, one fifth 
are Russians, followed by Assyrians, Kurds and Ukrainians. Some of 
them have chosen to migrate to Ukraine and Kazakhstan as other CIS 
countries.  During  the  research  period  a  part  of  Yezidi  and  Kurdish  
emigrants were residing in such European countries, as France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Italy and Greece. Many respondents 
mentioned as a reason of selecting these destination countries the 
presence of their relatives, family members, friends, and therefore 
considered them more fitting their aims to find jobs. The majority of 
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migrants have immigrated with the help of their kinship networks, 
while the percentage of those who migrated with the help of 
institutions is very small. 

Migrants are mostly engaged in construction, service, trade, 
industry, transport and agricultural sectors. A part of Russian, 
Ukrainian and Greek migrants with higher education have failed in 
finding appropriate vacancies and are employed in blue color and low 
rated positions. The majority of Yazidis and Kurds work in 
construction, service and trade sectors. Most of them were involved in 
farming and agricultural sectors before migration. Assyrians, residing 
in rural areas of Krasnodar and Rostov regions, were mainly engaged 
in agricultural work, and those residing in urban areas were mainly 
occupied in agriculture and trade. As about their legal status, their 
majority is already naturalized as citizens of foreign countries or has 
received working and residence permits. However, despite long 
residence period abroad, they keep ties with Armenia. Approximately 
half of them have visited their relatives back in Armenia. Yazidis and 
Kurds have mentioned participation of commemoration, mourning and 
wedding ceremonies as reasons for visiting relatives in Armenia. For 
national minority groups these occasions are also ways of preservation 
of their national identity. The visits in occasions of funerals, com-
memoration and wedding ceremonies and national holidays are 
widespread also among the Greeks and the Assyrians. Regular 
remittances and charitable investments in home communities are 
another way of maintaining closer ties with relatives. 

Transformation of linguistic behavior and use of new languages are 
the first signs of the rearrangement of migrants’ ethno-cultural values 
and adherence to new cultural values in ethnic environment different 
from the Armenian. Language becomes an important way for their 
communication and social mobility. Migrants’ children study at local 
schools and universities and obtain cultural and educational capital 
which can be invested into development of their national communities 
in future. As a result, the demand for education in the third generation 
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of Yazidis and Kurdish people increases. Due to language proficiency 
they pursue new values; their cultural and personal features undergo 
changes which contribute to the intensity of interactions among the 
nations. However, these transformations are referred by various groups 
of national minorities selectively. Taking into consideration the risk of 
losing national identity, Kurds and Yazidis are more conservative 
towards transformation of national-cultural values. Their majority has 
expressed negative attitude towards inter-ethnic marriages of their 
compatriots not only in Armenia but also abroad. Prohibitions of 
religious nature have also affected the longtime Russian residents’ 
(Molokans’) perceptions of inter-ethnic marriages. 

Yazidis, Kurds and Assyrians residing abroad have developed their 
national, religious, cultural communities and forms of mobilization to 
preserve their national identities. As an important indicator of it is the 
assistance of institutional structures to preserve and celebrate national 
holidays and traditions. They are celebrated especially lavish on both 
community and family levels. Armenians and other nations sometimes 
participate in these celebrations. Some socio-cultural features that 
ethnic minorities have obtained in Armenia are being also practiced in 
other countries. Especially Yazidis and Kurds do not change their 
Armenian family names in foreign countries, they visit Armenian 
churches, celebrate Armenian holidays and commemorate remem-
brance days, while their children often attend Armenian schools. This 
means that Armenia’s national minorities and migrants manifest 
abroad features that result from their national, Armenian and other 
cultural interactions. 

According to the relatives of migrants, they will not return to 
Armenia and only one tenth of them have positive opinion about it. 

Labor Migration of national minorities. About one fifth of 
Assyrians and Yazidis, one tenth of Russians and Kurds and a small 
number of Greeks are labor migrants. Their majority has up to five 
years of labor experience abroad. About one third of them have 
migrated on their own and resided temporarily in the host country with 
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support of their family members and relatives. Groups of co-workers 
consisting of family members are quite widespread among the national 
minorities. The effect of “chain immigration” has been in work here: 
one of relatives or family members has resided firsts in the host 
country and was followed by others. The most attractive country for 
migrants is the Russian Federation which hosts the vast majority of 
workers. Large communities of Assyrians, Kurds, Yazidis formed in 
Russian Federation are involved in construction, agricultural, trade and 
service sectors and further supported their relatives to find employ-
ment. As the directions of labor migration show, Yazidis and Kurds 
leave for Novosibirsk, Sverdlovsk, Saint Petersburg, Krasnodar, 
Kemerovo, Assyrians – to Krasnodar and Rostov, Russians – to 
Stavropol and Krasnodar regions. About half of them noted 
unemployment as the main reason of migration, and about one third of 
them stated that in this respect the inability of family subsistence. 
National belonging, limited knowledge of Armenian, obstacles in 
finding a job, unhealthy psychological environment were not pointed 
out as causes of labor migration. According to socio-professional 
composition of Yazidis, Kurds and Assyrians, they mainly perform 
physical jobs, while part of Russians and Greeks are skilled specialists 
in various spheres. Although many of the latter group have college or 
higher education, only few of them have managed to find jobs 
matching their previous professions. Migrants have to admit low salary 
jobs with minor perspectives of advancement in qualification and have 
often affected the human development of the individuals negatively. 
Changed occupations in host societies are common case for all national 
minorities: the number of workers in service, trade, construction 
sectors, as well as the number of self-employed people has increased. 
In destination countries they have earned 3-4 times more money than 
in Armenia, therefore a part of them referred to it as a main source of 
income of the family. National minorities have directed the money 
mainly to cover primary needs of families, such as repayment of debts 
and dotation of farming. Yazidis, Assyrians and Greeks use remitted 
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money to cover educational and health expenses and owe the same 
source for investments and contributions into development of the 
human capital. Wedding, for example, is an important element in the 
structure of expenses for Yazidis and Kurds in form of dowry, 
buying/renovation of apartments, purchase of durable goods, etc. They 
do not invest into community facilities and into establishment of their 
own businesses. 

Families of migrants of national minorities suffer serious problems 
because of labor migration. Many respondents have noticed longing for 
absent family members, insecurity and vulnerability of migrants in 
foreign environment, health issues, inadequate nutrition and living 
conditions. Other important issues, noted by the respondents, are the 
higher percentage of divorce, instability of family relations, increase of 
the number of abandoned families and cases of deviant behavior. The 
reason is the long term absence of migrants. 

The change of place of residence has had serious negative 
demographic impact on the gender-age and family composition of the 
national minorities. 

About one fifth of the respondents stated they want to migrate 
permanently over the next two years. The majority of the respondents 
stated readiness to cease labor migration and to stay in Armenia in case 
of better job opportunities and improvement of financial conditions. 
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